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EDITORIAL  THOUGHTS 


MICROCARDS  DESERVE  OUR  SUPPORT 

Like  the  weather,  everyone  talks  about  it  but  no 
one  does  much  about  it.  For  years  we  have  been  hav¬ 
ing  lectures  at  meetings  on  microcards  and  other 
forms  of  reproduction.  However,  progress  in  the  av¬ 
erage  industrial  library  has  been  slow.  We  have 
nibbled  at  microfilms  and  found  them  not  quite 
to  our  taste;  we  have  begged  for<reprints  of  unavail¬ 
able  journal  sets  and  found'  them  tremendously  ex¬ 
pensive;  now  we  are  receiving  solicitations  from 
microfilming  companies  to  subscribe  to  microfilm 
editions  of  current  journals;  and  we  are  still  looking 
for  the  ideal  space-saving  reasonably-priced  method 
of  stocking  our  libraries.  Your  editor  believes  micro¬ 
cards  are  the  best  answer. 

These  handy  3x5  cards  are  sold  at  far  less  cost 
than  any  other  form  of  reproduction.  They  can  be 
located  and  used  as  easily  as  finding  the  catalog 
card  for  a  book.  An  average  sized  book  can  be 
loaned  or  borrowed  for  a  3  cent  stamp  in  the  en¬ 
velope  with  the  letter  acknowledging  the  request. 
We  will  leave  the  explanation  of  further  advantages 
to  those  who  are  more  familiar  with  them  (see  ab¬ 
stract  of  paper  by  Fremont  Rider  on  another  page). 

Our  SLA  representative  on  the  Microcard  Com¬ 
mittee  urges  action  by  our  Group  on  microcards. 
Some  other  library  associations  have  already  taken 
steps  to  recommend  most-wanted  titles  for  publica¬ 
tion.  Our  representative  believes  that  the  Microcard 
Foundation  will  be  willing  to  consider  any  item  for 
which  they  have  an  assured  sale  of  25  or  more  cop¬ 
ies.  Naturally  the  suggestions  there  first  in  greatest 
quantity  will  receive  priority.  So  let’s  flood  Mr. 
Rider  (Wesleyan  College,  Middletown,  Conn.)  with 
our  requests  and  get  the  program  rolling.  If  you 
have  not  been  receiving  the  Microcard  Bulletin,  write 
to  him  for  that.  As  readers  of  that  bulletin  know,  the 
complete  55  volume  Beilstein  is  already  available 
on  microcards  at  a  cost  of  $194.00  and  sets  of 
Zeitschrift  fiir  physikalische  Chemie  and  other  sci¬ 
entific  journals  are  in  process.  Make  your  recom¬ 
mendation  also  for  simultaneous  publication  of  cur¬ 
rent  journals  (at  the  end  of  the  year,  you  can  dis¬ 
card  or  sell  the  paper  publication  without  binding 
cost  and  have  the  microcards  for  permanent  files). 
Newsweek  and  a  couple  daily  newspapers  are  al¬ 
ready  available  on  this  basis. 

Lest  we  be  accused  of  commercialism,  we  print 
on  the  letters  page  the  viewpoint  of  a  library  inter¬ 
ested  in  microfilm.  However,  we  suggest  to  anyone 
having  this  problem  that  they  investigate  microcards 


WHAT  TYPE  OF  CONVENTIONS? 

In  their  constant  endeavor  to  please  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  all  the  time,  the  Group  and  Section  officers 
have  a  problem.  What  do  you  expect  of  a  conven¬ 
tion  —  professional  instruction,  reviews,  surveys, 
general  lectures  by  big  names,  or  just  private  ex¬ 
change  of  ideas  with  individuals.  Should  we  have 
a  lot  of  little  meetings  of  closely  allied  individuals 
or  one  or  two  big  ones  with  topics  of  interest  to  all? 

Here  are  a  few  comments  based  on  previous  con¬ 
ventions:  “programs  should  be  of  a  nature  that 
would  be  of  interest  to  all,  not  to  the  inexperienced 
and  beginner”;  “attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
theory  that  primary  interest  of  members  is  METH¬ 
ODS  —  applicable  to  all  sections,  and  secondary 
interest  is  own  particular  field”;  “meeting  papers 
should  be  toned  to  type  of  personnel  attending. 

Considering  that  most  of  those  attending  the - 

meeting  were  administrators  or  reference  workers, 
(one  paper)  was  very  elementary  and  could  serve 
as  an  induction  course  to  a  person  who  has  never 
seen  the  inside  of  a - library”;  “can  S-T  meet¬ 

ings  be  compressed  into  two  consecutive  days,  pref¬ 
erably  not  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  so  that  those 
who  have  limited  convention  time  may  attend  all 
sessions”;  “I  prefer  regional  meetings”;  “could  we 
have  meetings  without  luncheon  or  dinner,  so  as  to 
permit  more  time  for  discussion  and  questions” ;  “ad¬ 
mittedly  administrative  librarians  find  methods  pa¬ 
pers  dull,  but  what  is  to  be  done  for  the  new  (to  sub¬ 
ject  or  special  libraries)  people  who  probably  form 
a  majority  of  our  membership,  though  the  majority 
attending  Conventions  probably  belong  to  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  group.  My  solution  would  be  two  types 
of  programs  at  Conventions,  since  most  people  from 
small  industrial  libraries  would  have  to  submit  a 
program  of  specific  value  before  attendance  would 
be  approved-  An  alternative  would  be  Conventions 
of  general  interest  and  a  series  of  regional  meetings 
primarily  for  the  new  and  inexperienced." 

TTiere  is  the  problem.  The  answer  will  depend  on 
the  majority  of  those  who  are  heard  from.  Let  us 
hope  that  it  will  also  be  a  majority  of  the  member¬ 
ship. 

Of  course  it  is  too  late  to  make  much  change  in  this 
year’s  Convention,  but  that  will  be  your  opportunity 
for  expression  of  your  opinions  if  you  do  not  get 
around  to  writing  them.  They  say  Atlantic  City  is 
a  great  spot  for  a  vacation,  so  why  not  take  part  of 
your  own  time  for  this  jaunt  if  the  library  can  not 


before  going  further. 


spare  you  otherwise.  See  you  on  the  Boardwalk. 
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AMERICAN  DOCUMENTATION 

A  new  professional  journal  of  interest  to  technical 
librarians  has  appeared  on  the  horizon  —  AMERI¬ 
CAN  DOCUMENTATION,  a  quarterly  review  of 
ideas,  techniques,  problems  and  achievements  in 
documentation.  Edited  by  Vernon  D.  Tate  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  and  published  by 
the  American  Documentation  Institute  through  its 
Committee  on  Publications,  the  schedule  of  publica¬ 
tion  is  January,  April,  August  and  October.  How¬ 
ever,  the  first  number  is  now  expected  to  appear  in 
March  this  year. 

Associate  editors  are  Norman  T.  Ball,  Ralph  A. 
Carruthers,  Herman  H.  Fussier,  Dan  Lacy,  James 
W.  Perry,  Eugene  B.  Power,  Ralph  R.  Shaw  and 
Henry  M.  Silver.  Communications  and  pertinent 
manuscripts  are  solicited  from  others  interested  in 
the  aims  of  the  new  journal.  Among  the  articles 
scheduled  for  the  first  issue  are:  “Documentation  in 
the  United  States"  —  J.  H.  Shera  and  M.  E.  Egan; 
"Publication  of  Original  Research  Materials"  —  H. 

M.  Silver;  “The  Organization  of  Information"  — 

N.  T.  Ball;  "Low  Cost  Institutional  Photocopying 
Service”  —  E.  A.  Chapman;  "Manuscripts  on  Mi- 
crocards"  —  Fremont  Rider;  and  notes  on  a  photo- 
composing  machine,  the  Shaw  rapid  selector,  ultra¬ 
fax,  and  xerography. 

In  content  AMERICAN  DOCUMENTATION  will 
follow  the  general  course  outlined  in  its  aims  (write 
for  prospectus).  It  will  not  duplicate  the  work  of 
the  REVIEW  OF  DOCUMENTATION  or  the 
JOURNAL  OF  DOCUMENTATION;  it  will  not  fol¬ 
low  too  closely  in  the  foot^teos  of  its  ancestor,  the 

JOURNAL  OF  DOCUMENTARY  REPRODUC¬ 
TION.  Instead  the  field  of  interest  has  been  sub¬ 
stantially  broadened  and  particular  attention  will  be 
devoted  to  urgent  problems  in  documentation  en¬ 
countered  by  those  engaged  in  creating,  handling, 
storing,  and  using  documents,  together  with  advanc¬ 
es  in  technology. 

Subscription  rates  will  be  $5.00  per  year  or  $1.50 
per  copy  and  should  be  sent  to  1  7 1 9  N  Street  N.  W., 
Washington  6.  D.  C.  The  advance  prospectus  may 
be  obtained  free  either  from  this  address  or  from 
the  editor  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy  Library. 

Notice:  There  will  be  a  Sci-Tech  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting  on  Saturday,  March  1  1,  1950  at  10 
A.M.,  Hotel  Statler,  Continental  Room,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  If  you  wish  to  have  anything  discussed, 
please  rush  pertinent  information  to  the  Group  sec¬ 
retary  or  chairman. 
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NOTES  FROM  THE  GROUP  CHAIRMAN'S 
SEMI-ANNUAL  REPORT 

Chemistry  Section — Miss  Lucy  Lewton  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  present  a  paper  at  the  1950  Spring  or  Fall 
meeting  of  the  American  Chemical  Society  Division 
of  Chemical  Literature.  It  is  hoped  that  by  present¬ 
ing  the  accomplishments,  as  well  as  a  short  history 
of  SLA,  many  qualms  of  ACS  usurping  the  province 
of  the  Chemistry  Section  will  be  quelled.  Several 
projects  have  been  suggested  for  the  Section,  but 
there  is  too  little  money  available  for  sponsoring 
them.  The  Section  has  requested  that  its  1950  pa¬ 
pers  be  released  for  publication  in  chemical  journals. 

Pharmaceutical  Section — “Unlisted  Drugs"  is  a 
very  successful  publication.  It  was  thought  a  part 
time  person  would  be  employed  for  the  project  from 
funds  obtained  in  subscriptions,  but  this  has  not  been 
veriBed  to  date. 

Petroleum  and  Public  Utilities  Sections  are  not 
planning  any  formal  programs  for  Atlantic  City. 

Punched  Card  Ccmimittee  —  Spencer  Stanford, 
Brookhaven  National  Lab.  has  agreed  to  act  as  a 
committee  of  one  to  answer  questions  on  punched 
cards,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  Group  informed  of  prog¬ 
ress  in  this  field.  The  Group  is  fortunate  in  having 
Dr.  Stanford  in  this  capacity,  for  he  has  been  very 
active  in  this  work. 

SCI-TECH  NEWS— It  had  been  felt  at  the  1949 
Convention  that  if  there  were  a  Group  fee,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  charge  for  the  bulletin.  However, 
the  recommendation  for  a  Group  fee,  presented  by 
the  Sci-Tech  Group  to  the  Executive  Board  and  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee,  was  rejected 
by  the  Committee  as  it  was  turned  down  by  the  Ad¬ 
visory  Council  when  presented  to  it  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee.  Perhaps  such  a  recommendation  should  be  made 
and  explained  at  an  Association  business  meeting. 
(Editor's  note:  Our  crying  need  is  enough  money  so 
we  can  gauge  the  size  of  the  issues  by  the  amount  of 
newsworthy  material  rather  than  by  the  amount  of 
money  in  the  fund.  We  had  not  intended  to  have  a 
1 2 -page  issue  this  time,  because  it  may  be  the  only 
one  over  8  pages  we  can  afford  this  year  unless  more 
subscriptions  come  in. ) 

Group  Structure  Committee — ^The  committee  is 
working  on  a  “Procedure  Manual”  and  will  have  one 
to  present  at  the  Convention  business  meeting.  Many 
problems  are  being  faced  due  to  discrepancies,  not 
only  in  Group  procedure,  but  also  in  the  Association. 

American  Society  for  Metals,  SLA  Literature  Clas¬ 
sification  Committee— The  Sci-Tech  representatives 
on  this  Committee  have  completed  their  work  and 
Miss  Wright  is  now  writing  an  article  for  SPECIAL 
LIBRARIEIS.  All  other  publishing  of  the  Classifica¬ 
tion  of  Metals  and  Metallurgy  applicable  to  punched 
cards  will  be  done  by  the  ASM  with  proper  credits 
given  to  SLA, 

Proposed  Projects  —  Salary  Survey  —  Various 
members  have  requested  a  salary  survey,  but  to  date 
no  one  has  volunteered  to  work  on  the  project,  let 
alone  be  chairman.  At  the  suggestion  of  Miss  Price, 
Group  Liaison  Officer,  information  regarding  the 
Museum  Group  survey  was  obtained.  Also,  it  was 
suggested  by  one  member  that  a  questionnaire  be 
handed  out  at  the  Convention  asking  merely  position, 
number  on  staff  and  salary.  Such  a  slip  could  be  de¬ 
posited  in  a  closed  box  at  the  registration  desk. 


Deadline  for  our  next  iMue— May  15,  1950 


TENTATIVE  CONVENTION  PROGRAM 

Chalfonte-Haddon  Hall  June  12-16,  1950  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

Monday,  June  12 

Morning:  Breakfasts  8  A.M.  -  9  A.M. 

First  General  Session  10  A.M.  -  12  noon 

Speaker:  Mr.  Fremont  Rider,  Chairman,  Microcard  Committee. 

Afternoon:  Luncheons  12:30  -  2  P.M. 

Chapter  and  Group  Liaison  Committees 

Speaker:  Mr.  Howard  Coonley,  Chairman  A.S.A.  Executive  Board 

“Leadership  Qualifications" 

Insurance  Group 

Group  Meetings  2:30  -  4:30  P.M. 

“  Work  Simplification  Clinic” 

Publishing,  Advertising,  Transportation,  Business,  Newspaper  and  Science-Technology 
Groups 

Speakers  from  Remington  Rand,  Gaylor  and  others. 

Floor  plans,  new  equipment,  methods,  short  cuts. 

Museum  Group:  Work  Simplification  Clinic  conducted  by  Miss  Hannsth  Muller,  Museum  of 
Modern  Art,  based  on  methods  in  her  library. 

Cocktails  and  Tea  5  P.M.  -  6  P.M. 

Publishing  Group:  Open  House  in  Publishing  Group  Suite  5  P.  M.  -  6  P.  M. 

Evening:  Dinners  6:30  -  8  P.M. 

Radio  program  (Miss  Marian  Manley,  Chairman)  and  informal  reception  8:30  P.M. 

Tuesday,  June  13 

Morning:  Breakfasts  8  A.M.  -  9  A.M. 

Transportation  Group 

Elxecutive  Board  and  Advisory  Council  Meeting  10  A.M.  -  12  noon 
Afternoon:  Luncheons  12:30  -  2  P.M. 

Publishing  Group 

Metals  Section,  Science-Technology  Group 

''Sources  of  Information”  meetings  2 :30  -  4 :30  P.M. 

Speakers:  Mrs.  Marjorie  R.  Hyslop,  Editor,  Metals  Review,  American  Society  for 
Metals  (2:30  -  3:30) 

''The  Technical  Society  as  a  Library  Resource” 

Mr.  Ralph  Phelps,  Director  of  Engineering  Societies  Librsuy,  New  York 
(3:30  -  4:30) 

''Engineering  Societies  as  Sources  of  Information” 

Publishing.  Social  Science  and  Business  Groups 

Speakers:  Mrs.  Violet  Cabeen,  Chief  of  Acquisitions,  United  Nations  Library, 

Lake  Success,  New  York 

“International  Sources  of  Information” 

Mr.  Ralph  E.  McCoy,  Institute  of  Labor  and  Industrial  Relations,  University 
of  Illinois. 

“Information  Sources  in  the  Labor  Field” 

NICB  and  Department  of  Commerce  Speakers  (?) 
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Evening: 


Tuesday  (Cont.) 

Pharmau^eutical  Section,  Science-Technology  Group 

Speakers:  Dr.  Madeline  O.  Holland,  Editor,  American  Professional  Pharmacist 
(2:30  -  3K)0) 

Subject  to  be  announced. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Clark,  Librarian,  Winthrop-Steams  Inc.,  New  Jersey  (3d)0  •  3:30) 
“Tbe  Small  Pharmaceutical  Library  and  How  it  Works" 

Miss  Annis  Schlesier,  Asst.  Librarian,  Schering  Corp.,  BloomHeld,  N.  J. 

(3:30 -4K)0) 

"The  Pharmaceutical  Library’s  Role  as  a  Business  Reference  Service" 

Miss  Doris  Lowe,  Asst.  Librarian,  Bristol-Myers  Co.,  Hillside,  N.  J. 

(4K)0  -  4:30) 

"Information  Sources  of  Use  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Librarian" 

Miss  Gertrude  Schutze,  Librarian,  Bristol-Myers  Co. 

Question  amd  Answer  Box  (4:30  -  5K)0) 

Dinners  6:30  -  8  P.  M. 

Museum  Group  (Shore  Dinner) 

Financial  Group,  and  meeting  on  public  relations 
Insurance  Group,  and  meeting 

Newspaper  Group,  and  social  meeting  with  speaker 

Chemistry  Section,  Science-Technology  Group 

Symposium  on  "Services  and  Information  Offered  by  the  Various  Chemical  Associati<HU." 

Speakers:  Miss  Helen  DOceman,  Research  Librsuian,  Plastics  Division,  Monsanto 
Chemical  Co.,  Springfield,  Mass.  (8K)0  -  8:30) 

Dr.  Else  L.  Schulze,  Research  Librarian,  Proctor  and  Gamble  Co.,  Ivorydale, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  (8:30  -  9K)0) 

Miss  Dorris  Hall,  Research  Librarian,  Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber  Co., 

Akron,  Ohio  (9:00  •  9:30) 

Open  discussion  of  papers  (9:30  -  lOKK)) 

Groiq>  Meetings  8:30  -  10:30  P.M. 

Geography  and  Map  Group  with  Transportation  Group 

Speaker:  Mr.  Albert  J.  Hebrank,  Traffic  Engineer,  Public  Service  Coordinated 
Transport,  Newark,  N.  J. 

“Transportation  and  Highways” 

Museum  Group 

Movie,  “The  Oldest  Art”,  history  of  the  making  of  ceramics  (9:00  P.M.) 

Social  Science  Group  —  Section  meetings 
Publishing  Group  —  open  house  in  Group  suite 

Engineering-Aeronautics  Section,  Science-Technology  Group 

Symposium  on  "Engineering  and  Scientific  Libraries  in  Support  of  the  National 
Military  Establishment  Research  and  Development  Program" 

Chairman:  Mr.  Luis  E.  Bejarano,  Librarian,  U.  S.  Merchant  Marine  Academy, 

Kings  Point,  N.  Y. 

Speakers:  Mr.  William  E.  Jorgensen,  Librarian,  U.  S.  Navy  Electronics  Laboratory, 

San  Diego,  Calif.  (7:30  >  8d)0) 

‘*Tbe  Role  of  Libraries  in  Military  Research  Laboratories" 

Mr.  >^^lliam  S.  Budington,  Engineering  Librarian,  Columbia  Univeruty, 

New  York  (8d)0  -  8:30) 

"The  Impact  of  the  Military  Research  Program  on  College  and  University 
Scientific  Libraries" 

A  scientist  from  the  Signal  Corps  Engineering  Laboratories,  Fort 
Monmouth,  N.  J.  (8:30-  9K)0) 

"The  Military  Scientist  Views  Technical  Libraries" 
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Wednesday,  June  14 

Morning:  Breakfasts  8  A.  M.  -  9:30  A.  M. 

Pharmaceutical  Section,  Science-Tedinology  Group 
BresJcfast  and  business  meeting 
Geography  and  Map  Group 
Financial  Group 
Transportation  Group 

Public  Utilities  Section,  Science-Technology  Group 
MetsJs  Section,  Science-Technology  Group  (?) 

Group  Business  Meetings  10  A.M.  -  12  noon 

Science-Technology  Group 

Social  Science  Group,  and  Section  meetings 

Afternoon:  General  Luncheon  12:30  -  2  P.M. 

Speaker:  Dr.  Marcus  Nadler,  Consulting  Economist  to  the  Central  Hanover  Bank  and 
Trust  Co.,  and  Professor  of  Banking  and  Finance  at  New  York  University  (?) 
Group  meetings  2 :30  -  4 :30  P.M. 

Museum  Group  —  Boat  ride  (3:00  P.M.) 

Geography  and  Map  Group  —  Speaker  from  UN  on  mapping 
MetsJs  Section,  Science-Technology  Group 

Psu^  II  “Sources  of  Information’' 

Speakers:  Mrs.  Margsuet  Fuller,  Librsurian,  Americsm  Iron  suid  Steel  Institute, 

New  York  (2:30  -  3K)0) 

“Publications  and  Services  Offered  by  the  Americsui  Iron  suid  Steel  Institute” 
Mrs.  Alberta  Adams,  Librarian,  Vanadium  Corp.  of  America,  Bridgeville, 

Pa.  (3K)0-  3:30) 

“Selective  Sources  of  Information  in  the  Ferrous  Field” 

Mrs.  Vivian  J.  MacDonald,  Librsurian,  Aluminum  Co.  of  America, 

New  Kensington,  Psu  (3:30  -  4K)0) 

“Selective  Sources  of  Information  in  the  Non-Ferrous  Field” 

Publishing  Group  —  Pre-Banquet  Social  Hour  in  Group  suite 
Evening:  General  Banquet  7:30  P.M. 

Toastmaster:  Mr.  Roger  MacDonough,  New  Jersey  State  Librarian 

Speaker:  Major  General  Edward  C.  Rose,  Vice-President,  Public  Service  Electric  and 
Gas  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Thursday,  June  15 

Morning:  Breakfasts  8  A.M.  -  9  A.M. 

General  Business  Meeting  9:30  A.M.  -  12  noon 

Afternoon:  Luncheons  12:30  P.M.  -  1:30  P.M. 

General  Session  to  discuss  proposed  Constitution  and  By-Law  Changes  2  P.M.  -  5  P.M. 
Evening:  Dinners  6.30-8  P.M. 

Newspaper  Group 

Social  Science  Group  —  Industrial  Relations  Section 

Open  meeting  sponsored  by  Geography  and  Map  Group  8:30  -  10  P.M. 

“Secret  Land” — a  U.  S.  Navy  film  depicting  Admiral  Byrd’s  Antarctic  Expedition. 

Friday,  June  16 
Philadelphia  Day 

Morning:  Museum  Group  (11  A.M.) 

Program  at  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art,  Miss  Marjorie  Lyons,  Librarian 
Publishing  and  Advertising  Groups 
Visit  to  N.  W.  Ayer  and  Son 

Afternoon:  Museum  Group  (3:30  P.M.) 

Program  at  University  of  Pennsylvania  Museum,  Miss  Cynthia  Griffin,  Librarian. 
Advertising  and  Publishing  Groups 
Visit  to  Curtis  Publishing  Co. 

Insurance,  Transportation,  Geography  and  Map,  and  Business  Groups  and  Pharmaceutical 
Section,  Science-Technology  Group,  as  well  as  other  Sections  of  the  Group  are  planning 
group  visits.  See  list  of  libraries  below. 
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UBRARIES  TO  VISIT  IN  THE 
CONVENTION  REGION 

The  libraries  listed  below  will  be  open  to  visitors 

on  Friday,  June  16 - Philadelphia  Day  of  the  1950 

Convention.  The  open  house  at  Wilmington  librar¬ 
ies  is  tentative,  depending  on  interest  shown.  In  any 
case,  if  you  definitely  plan  to  visit  certain  ones,  it 
would  be  well  to  write  to  the  librarians  listed.  Some 
have  had  doubts  that  anyone  would  want  to  go  to 
their  out-of-the-way  libraries  and  the  Quartermaster 
Depot  will  require  security  clearance. 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  REFINING  CO.  — 

Olive  F.  Whitehead 

ATLANTIC  REFINING  CO.  —  Mary  E.  Banker 

COLL  OF  PHYSICIANS  OF  PHILADELPHIA  — 
E.  G.  Morse 

ELECTRIC  STORAGE  BATTERY  CO.  — 

Anne  Frey  Moise 

FRANKLIN  INSTITUTE  —  Walter  A.  R.  Pertuch 
LUKENS  STEEL  CO.  (Coatesville,  Pa.)  — 

Mary  Johnston 

PENN.  SALT  MFG.  CO.  WHITEMARSH  — 

Anne  Nicholson 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
MAIN  LIBRARY  —  Sarah  D.  Jones 
MATH. -PHYSICS  LIBRARY — Phillip  B.  Perkins 
TOWNE  SCIENTIFIC  SCHOOL  — 

Rose  E.  Lonberger 

PHILA.  COLL.  PHARM.  and  SCI.  — 

Elizabeth  Johnson 

PHILADELPHIA  TEXTILE  INSTITUTE  — 

E.  Lillian  Wyatt 

QUARTERMASTER  DEPOT,  RES.  LABS.  — 
Robert  L.  Martin 

RADIO  CORP.  OF  AMERICA 

RCA  LABORATORIES  DIV.  (Princeton)  — - 
Fern  Cloak 

RCA  VICTOR  DIV.  (Camden)  — 

Helen  G.  Campbell 

RCA  VICTOR  DIV.  (Lancaster)  — 

Mary  Zabriske 

SMITH,  KLINE  and  FRENCH  LABS.  — 

Helen  M.  Wright 

SUN  OIL  CO.  (Marcus  Hook,  Pa.)  — 

Leila  Henderson 

U.S.D.A.  EASTERN  REG.  RES.  LAB.  — 

Miriam  Huddle 

ARMSTRONG  CORK  CO.  (Uncaster,  Pa.)  — 
Elizabeth  Bowerman 

DU  PONT  CO..  EASTERN  LAB.  (Gibbstown)  — 
Margaret  Imbrie 

DU  PONT  CO.,  JACKSON  LAB.  (Pennsgrove)  — 
Cecile  Maurer 

PHILADELPHIA  ELECTRIC  CO.  — 

M.  Priscilla  Blocher 
Wilmington  — 

ATLAS  POWDER  CO.  —  Gretchen  D.  Little 
DU  PONT  CO..  TECHNICAL  LIBRARY  — 
Marie  S.  Goff 

HERCULES  POWDER  CO.  —  Lura  Shorb 
HERCULES  EXPERIMENTAL  LIBRARY  — 

Catherine  Chase 

WILMINGTON  INSTITUTE  FREE  LIBRARY  — 
Agnes  Brite 
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A  TREMENDOUS  JOB 

Anyone  who  has  seen  the  PB  Index,  edited  under 
the  direction  of  Anne  Nicholson  by  our  Group, 
knows  what  a  task  it  must  have  been  to  complete 
this  project  in  a  little  over  a  year.  As  an  example 
of  the  complexity  of  the  financial  side  of  such  a 
project,  we  print  below  the  balance  sheet.  Since 
sales  are  only  to  Dec.  31,  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
project  broke  even  in  its  first  6  weeks  of  sales. 

P.B.  Index  Elxpenses 

Nov.  29,  1948  Multilith  Postal  Cards  $  61.77 
Feb.  15,  1949  Telephone  -  Riiladelphia  2.63 


Feb.  28,  1949  Postage  .77 

Mar.  31,  1949  Standard  Register  Co.  125.25 

May  1 8,  1 949  International  Bus. 

Machines  676.80 

May  31,  1949  Railway  Express  1.80 

Sep.  16,  1949  Typing  bills  and  labels 

(extra  girl  hired)  48.00 

Oct.  31,  1949  To  delivery  man  to  bring 

books  to  8th  floor  5.00 

Nov.  15,  1949  To  Edwards  Brothers 

for  printing  2,849.49 

Nov.  21,  1 949  Packaging  and  mailing 

orders  (extra  girl  hired)  80.00 

Nov.  30,  1949  Copyright  4.08 

Nov.  30,  1949  Postage  on  P.B.  returns  .32 

Nov.  30,  1949  To  delivery  man  to  bring 
cartons  of  cardboards 
to  8th  floor  2.00 

Nov.  30,  1949  Postage  for  mailing  of 

books  and  bills  121.15 

Dec.  1,  1949  To  Stechert’s  for  extra 

mail  bags  1  3.00 

Jan.  24,  1950  To  Edwards  Brothers 


for  cardboard  wrappers  70.00 
$4,062.06 

Dec.  31,  1949  Copies  sold  and  paid — 

404  $4,040.00 

According  to  SPECIAL  LIBRARIELS,  Feb., 
1950,  p.  64,  we  were  misunderstood  in  our  state¬ 
ment  in  our  December  issue  with  regard  to  SLA 
members  in  the  ACS  Chemical  Literature  Division. 
We  meant  that  over  100  belonged  to  the  Division, 
not  that  this  number  attended  the  Atlantic  City  meet¬ 
ing.  We  do  not  know  how  many  attended. 

Changes  in  Officer  and  Representative  List 

Eng.-Aeronautics  Section  Chairman:  W.  E.  Jorgensen, 

U.  S.  Navy  Electronics  Lab.,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

(W.  Roy  Holleman  resigned  to  become  vice-chairman) 

Metals  Section  Chairman:  Frederica  Weitlauf, 

Timken  Roller  Bearing  Co.,  Canton  6,  Ohio 

Committee  on  Punched  Card  Information:  Spencer  C. 
Stanford, 

Brookhaven  National  Lab.,  Upton,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

Chapter  Representatives, 

Indiana:  Jean  Armfield,  Chem.  Library,  Purdue  Univ. 
Connecticut  Valley:  Helen  Dikeman,  Monsanto  Chem.  Co., 
Springfield,  Mass. 


OHIO  RIVER  DIVISION  UBRARY; 

ITS  OPERATION  AND  CONTROL 
Joseph  J.  Olah,  Librarian 

The  Ohio  River  Division  is  a  geographical  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Works  establishment 
of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army.  The  library 
serves  an  engineering  branch  and  an  engineering 
research  laboratory.  The  function  of  the  latter  is  tO' 
conduct  research  in  connection  with  the  design  and 
construction  of  flood  control  structures;  river  and 
harbor  navigation  structures,  as  well  as  airfield 
pavements  for  military  aircraft.  The  library  is  housed 
in  two  locations;  one  is  in  the  Federal  Building  in 
downtown  Cincinnati,  and  the  other  is  located  at  the 
Ohio  River  Division  Laboratories  in  Mariemont, 
Ohio,  a  suburb  of  Cincinnati.  The  functions  of  the 
organizations  which  the  library  serves  are  highly 
specialized ;  and  a  large  portion  of  the  reference  ma¬ 
terial  aside  from  technical  books  consists  of  pamph¬ 
lets  and  technical  reports  by  other  government  agen¬ 
cies,  non-government  organizations,  and  individuals 
conducting  related  investigational  work.  Since  these 
pamphlets,  papers  and  reports  are  used  by  a  large 
number  of  people,  it  has  been  necessary  to  establish 
a  special  vertical  filing  and  accounting  system  for 
them.  This  paper  describes  the  methods  used  in 
setting  up  an  accounting  system  for  the  vertical  file. 
The  classification  scheme  for  the  vertical  file,  and 
the  lantern  slide  section  of  the  library  are  also 
described. 

Vertical  File 

At  the  laboratory,  the  vertical  file  is  stored  in 
forty-seven  legal  sized  steel  drawers;  at  the  down¬ 
town  office,  the  vertical  file  is  stored  in  sixty-seven 
legal  size  drawers.  Every  article  is  classified  on  three 
by  five  standard  size  catalog  cards  under  appropri¬ 
ate  subject  headings.  Each  article  is  stored  in  a  legal 
size  folder.  Articles  representing  the  same  subject 
are  separated  by  dividers.  Both  dividers  and  folders 
are  marked  with  subject  headings  on  the  divider 
tabs,  classification  number  and  author  and  title  on 
the  folder  tabs. 

The  system  of  classification  consists  of  the  letters 
A  -  Z  followed  by  a  number,  a  decimal  point  and  an¬ 
other  number.  For  instance,  the  classification  num¬ 
ber  of  the  first  article  is  A  1.1  ;  the  second  is  A  1.2, 
etc. 

If  a  subject  heading  is  related  to  the  A  I  group  but 
some  difference  is  indicated  in  its  description,  the 
number  A  2  can  be  assigned  to  that  subject  heading. 

After  the  Z  group  is  reached  the  letters  can  then 
become  AA  -  ZZ,  BA  -  BZ,  CA  -  CZ,  etc. 

This  system  enables  the  librarian  to  add  to  the 
subject  heading  list  in  the  event  that  additional  head¬ 
ings  are  required.  Its  use  is  recommended  where 
close  control  of  the  material  is  required. 


System  of  Accoimtability  Set  Up 
in  the  Vertical  File 

Despite  the  fact  that  new  quarters  are  being  con¬ 
structed  to  house  the  library  located  at  the  Ohio  Riv¬ 
er  Division  Laboratories,  the  vertical  files  in  both 
places  are  in  a  position  where  they  cannot  be  closely 
controlled  by  the  librarian.  Elngineering  personnel 
are  forced  to  look  up  the  article  in  the  catalog  cards 
in  order  to  find  the  classification  number  of  the  de¬ 
sired  article.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  librarian  must 
divide  his  time  between  the  two  places,  he  is  not  able 
to  perform  this  service  for  them. 

In  numerous  instances,  users  of  the  vertical  file, 
upon  going  to  the  appropriate  drawer  for  their  ar¬ 
ticle,  would  be  faced  with  an  empty  folder  with  no 
indication  as  to  who  had  preceded  them  to  the  ar¬ 
ticle.  Although  the  rule  is  to  leave  a  signed  slip  of 
paper  in  the  folder,  busy  engineers  just  did  not  take 
the  time  to  do  this. 

To  remedy  this  situation,  the  following  actions 
were  taken:  Cards  8  x  10*/2  inch  size  were  printed 
on  stiff  paper  with  space  provided  for  the  classifi¬ 
cation  number  of  the  folder.  (See  Figure  1).  A 
copy  of  this  charge-out  slip  was  marked  with  the 
classification  number  of  the  article  involved,  and 
placed  in  each  of  the  folders  of  the  vertical  file. 

The  next  step  was  to  write  a  memorandum  to  all 
personnel  using  either  library.  Their  attention  was 
called  to  the  presence  of  these  charge-out  slips  in 
each  folder.  Elach  person  was  urged  to  sign  these  slips 
whenever  the  contents  of  the  folders  were  removed. 
An  explanation  was  also  made  to  show  these  people 
that  failure  to  comply  with  this  request  would  seri¬ 
ously  impair  the  efficiency  of  their  library.  This 
memorandum  was  signed  by  the  chief  of  the  section ; 
copies  were  mimeographed  and  distributed  to  each 
individual  concerned. 

Lantern  Slides 

Members  of  the  laboratory  staff  are  frequently 
required  to  give  oral  reports  on  investigational  work 
at  training  seminars  and  technical  meetings.  This 
requires  a  large  file  of  3  >4  ^4  inch  lantern  slides, 
properly  cataloged,  to  illustrate  the  lectures. 

The  slides  are  filed  in  a  thirty  drawer  card  cata¬ 
log  case  designed  to  store  3x3  inch  catalog  cards. 
The  laboratory  carpenter  built  into  each  drawer 
enough  slots  to  accommodate  twenty  two  slides. 

The  system  previously  described  for  the  vertical 
file  was  adopted  for  use  in  classifying  the  slides.  The 
classification  number  is  marked  on  each  slide  by 
means  of  an  electric  pencil  and  transfer  paper.  Then 
catalog  cards  are  made  up  under  appropriate  subject 
headings  to  describe  each  slide. 

The  system  is  currently  in  operation  and  is  work¬ 
ing  quite  successfully. 


LIBRARY  Classification  No. 

CHARGE  OUT  SUP 


Date  Borrowed 


Name  of  Borrower 


Date  Returned 


A  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  COURSE  FOR 
SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY  LIBRARIANS 
M.  J.  Voigt,  Librarian 
Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology 

Training  librarians  for  positions  in  scientific  and 
technical  libraries  has  been  a  subject  for  discussion 
in  library  circles  for  many  years.  Probably  it  can 
never  be  settled  completely  for  positions  in  these  li¬ 
braries  will  continue  to  vary  from  those  which  really 
require  no  library  training  to  those  in  which  a  library 
degree  is  essential  and  others  in  which  highly  spe¬ 
cialized  subject  knowledge  is  the  prime  prerequisite. 
Libraries  in  the  field  will  also  continue  to  vary  from 
those  \^ich  offer  real  literature  information  services 
to  those  collections  operated  by  “baby-sitters.” 

Recently  however,  library  schools  have  become 
interested  in  training  students  for  special  library 
work  and  a  variety  of  “special  library"  courses  have 
been  started.  Some  of  these  have  been  general  in 
nature  and  others  have  emphaMzed  specific  fields. 
The  course  now  in  its  second  year  at  Carnegie  Li¬ 
brary  School  is  of  the  latter  type  and  is  intended  to 
train  librarians  for  the  science-technology  field  only. 
As  far  as  we  know  it  is  the  only  course  of  its  kind 
and  in  general  it  follows  the  pattern  of  special  li¬ 
brary  training  described  by  the  author  in  an  article  in 
Minnesota  Libraries  (Vol.  15,  178-80,  1947)  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago. 

Students  admitted  to  the  science-technology  op¬ 
tion  in  the  library  school  must  have  the  basic  courses 
in  the  physical  sciences,  preferably  a  major  in  chem¬ 
istry  or  physics,  and  some  language  proficiency. 
Their  library  school  curriculum  includes  the  basic 
courses  taken  by  all  students  in  the  school :  reference, 
books  for  adults,  cataloging  and  classification,  his¬ 
tory  of  books  and  libraries,  and  the  library  in  con¬ 
temporary  society. 

The  students  also  take  the  following  courses:  bib¬ 
liography  of  science  and  technology,  documenta¬ 
tions  of  technical  literature,  administration  of  scien¬ 
tific  and  technical  libraries  and  a  master’s  problem 
on  some  phase  of  scientific  and  technical  library 
work.  Next  year  a  short  intensive  course  in  scientific 
book  selection  and  evaluation  will  be  added. 

The  course  in  scientific  and  technical  bibliography 
is  designed  to  give  familiarity  with  scientific  and 
technical  literature  and  to  give  facility  in  its  use  in 
individual  fields  of  specialization  and  related  fields. 
Elmphass  is  on  the  interrelationships  of  the  special¬ 
ized  reference  and  bibliographical  tools.  The  course 
leads  to  an  awareness  of  the  dependence  of  research 
on  the  published  results  of  earlier  research  and  pro¬ 
vides  an  approach  to  these  materials  which  should 
permit  their  full  utilization. 

The  documentation  course  is  designed  to  present 
to  the  student  (  1 )  a  background  in  the  development 
of  scientific  and  technical  literature,  (2)  methods 
which  have  been  developed  to  record  and  make 
available  this  literature  and  their  effectiveness,  (3) 
methods  which  are  used  for  recording  and  control¬ 
ling  selected  segments  of  technical  literature  in  in- 
dustriaJ  or  research  libraries,  (4)  bases  for  selecting, 
constructing  and  adapting  such  methods  to  meet  re¬ 
quirements  of  individual  situations,  (5)  the  use  of 
existing  records  of  the  literature  in  bibliographical 
work  iii  science  and  technology. 
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The  administration  course  presents  the  more  im¬ 
portant  of  the  many  aspects  of  library  administration 
which  are  common  to  all  special  libraries  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  variations  and  special  problems  and  pro¬ 
cedures  of  those  libraries  in  the  technical  fields.  Some 
attention  is  given  to  the  varying  activities  and  or¬ 
ganizations  of  libraries  in  these  fields  which  exist  as 
units  of  public  and  university  libraries. 


SCI-TECH  MEMBERS  NOMINA*rED 

Among  the  nominees  for  Association  offices  for 
the  year  1950-51  are  three  Sci-Tech  members  — 
Hazel  Izzo,  Librarian  of  the  Technical  Division  Li¬ 
brary,  Photo  Products  Department,  E.  I.  du  Pont  de 
Nemours  and  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Ruth  Parks,  Li¬ 
brarian  of  the  National  Safety  Council,  Chicago,  111. ; 
Lura  Shorb,  Librarian  of  the  Hercules  Powder  Co. 
Elxperiment  Station,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

We  can  quite  safely  predict  that  our  next  2nd 
Vice-President  will  be  a  Sci-Tech  Member  and  a  dog 
lover.  Mrs.  Ruth  Bayles  Parks  has  informed  us  that 
her  chief  interest  in  the  line  of  hobbies  is  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  a  five-month  old  pup,  although  she  also  enjoys 
being  domestic,  playing  golf,  gardening,  driving  and 
occasionally  taking  a  brush  or  pencil  in  hand  to  prac¬ 
tice  her  originally  intended  vocation  —  art.  After 
her  childhood  in  the  suburbs  of  St.  Louis,  she  moved 
to  Detroit  and  subsequently  completed  an  art  major 
at  Wellesley  College.  Then  by  chance  the  Detroit 
Public  Library  was  seeking  recruits  for  their  train¬ 
ing  class  and  this  determined  Mrs.  Parks*  career. 
After  several  years  on  the  staff  of  this  library  she 
moved  to  Oak  Park,  111.  and  organized  the  library 
of  a  Chicago  architectural  firm.  Although  her  art 
background  was  not  very  helpful  in  a  technical  li¬ 
brary,  she  soon  joined  the  library  staff  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Safety  Council  and  worked  up  the  ladder  to  her 
present  position.  During  these  years  she  also  became 
active  in  SLA,  holding  all  offices  in  the  Illinois  Chap¬ 
ter  in  regular  succession  and  also  serving  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Insurance  Group  and  at  present  on  the 
Association  Employment  Committee. 

As  we  have  implied,  the  other  candidate  for  2nd 
Vice-President  is  also  a  Sci-Tech  member  and  she 
says  her  hobby  is  DOGS,  DOGS,  DOGS.  Mrs. 
Hazel  Izzo  has  a  collection  of  500  dog  miniatures, 
five  large  scrapbooks  of  dog  pictures,  and,  keeping 
up  the  parallel  with  her  opponent,  a  five-month  old 
pup,  as  well  as  an  1  1 -year-old  springer  spaniel.  Mrs. 
Izzo  was  born  and  has  spent  most  of  her  life  in  north¬ 
ern  and  western  New  York,  having  lived  at  times  in 
Rochester,  Oneida,  Piffard,  Canandaigua  and  Iron- 
dequoit  (to  complete  the  spelling  lesson  she  should 
move  to  Skaneateles  some  time).  Before  taking  her 
present  position  she  was  in  the  business  world,  the 
most  interesting  position  being  that  of  manager  of  a 
telegraph  office  in  a  leading  Rochester  hotel,  where 
one  of  her  famous  customers,  H.  V.  Kaltenbom, 
gave  her  a  Kansas  City  streetcar  token  as  a  souvenir. 
In  the  library  world  Mrs.  Izzo  has  come  into  prom¬ 
inence  through  her  SLA  membership  work.  During 
her  two  and  one-half  years  as  membership  commit¬ 
tee  chairman  of  the  Western  New  York  Chapter  they 
won  the  Association  gavel  the  second  and  third 
times,  thus  gaining  permanent  possession.  After  be¬ 
ing  regional  vice-chairman  of  the  Association  Mem¬ 
bership  Committee  for  a  year,  she  has  been  general 
chairman  since  1 948. 


Our  third  Sci-Tech  candidate,  on  the  slate  for 
treasurer  of  the  Association,  is  Miss  Lura  Shorb, 
whose  hobbies  include  golf,  gardening,  collections 
of  china  and  glassware,  and  travel.  In  the  last  she 
has  covered  England,  Scotland,  France,  the  West 
Indies  (on  a  freighter),  and  made  many  trips  to 
California  and  Canada.  Miss  Shorb  is  now  in  her 
33rd  year  as  a  "Herculite”,  having  started  as  a  chem¬ 
ist  on  dynamite  analyses  immediately  after  gradua¬ 
tion  in  the  first  class  at  the  Women’s  College  of  Del¬ 
aware.  She  is  still  active  on  the  Delaware  Alumnae 
and  A.A.U.W.  scholarship  committees,  as  well  as  in 
the  American  Chemical  Society  and  Delaware  Li¬ 
brary  Association.  In  SLA  she  has  been  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  president  of  the  Philadelphia  Chapter  and 
chairman  of  the  Association  Publications  Commit¬ 
tee.  Her  financial  experience  includes  company 
work  on  budgets  for  research  projects  and  outside 
work  handling  the  finances  of  a  family  tearoom  be¬ 
fore  the  war.  Her  12,000  volume  library  includes 
correspondence  and  all  the  reports  and  research 
records  of  the  company,'  as  well  as  the  usual  files 
and  books. 

Don’t  neglect  to  vote  —  it’s  your  Association. 
Incidentally,  the  deadline  for  nomination  by  petition 
(10  members)  has  been  extended  to  March  20  this 
year  on  account  of  the  late  announcement  of  the 
committee  slate  (February  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES). 


RESEARCH  INS’H’rUTES 

The  Southwest  Research  Institute  (Librarian, 
Wayne  A.  Kalenich)  is  well  written  up  in  the  July 
1949  Journal  of  Southern  Research  (p.  22-23). 
This  Institute,  founded  2  years  ago  by  the  young 
(32)  oil  man  and  rancher  Tom  Slick,  has  already 
done  more  than  $100,000  of  research  work  for  cor¬ 
porations  and  is  expanding  rapidly.  Under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Harold  Vagtborg,  there  are  de¬ 
partments  of  botany,  engineering  design,  chemistry, 
electronics,  biology,  automotive  engineering,  chem¬ 
ical  engineering,  mineralogical  science,  agricultural 
chemistry,  oceanography  meterology  and  petroleum 
technology.  While  this  unit  works  on  problems  of 
industrial  corporations,  the  Institute  of  Inventive 
Research  serves  the  individual  inventor  in  develop¬ 
ing  and  commercializing  all  sorts  of  inventions  (over 
10,000  examined  in  the  first  2  years).  For  the  man 
of  means  wishing  to  sponsor  investigation  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  problem  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  the 
Foundation  of  Applied  Research  is  the  third  unit 
in  this  scientific  center.  The  total  endowment  of 
these  three  research  units  is  now  about  $1,500,000 
and  they  employ  more  than  120  people. 

Another  feature  article  in  this  same  issue  (p.  24- 
25)  of  the  Journal  of  Southern  Research  (published 
by  the  Southeastern  Research  Institute  of  Atlanta) 
is  on  the  University  of  Louisville  Institute  of  Indus¬ 
trial  Research,  directed  by  Dr.  R.  C.  Elmst.  This 
Institute  has  cooperated  with  industry  in  research 
on:  heat  transfer,  fluid  flow,  drying,  absorption, 
distillation,  mixing,  diffusion,  plastics,  protective 
coatings,  pigments,  resin  and  pigment  intermediates, 
sedimentation,  phosphate  rock  beneficiation,  and 
wood  technology. 

Also  described  here  (p.  26-27)  is  the  textile  in¬ 
dustry’s  Institute  of  Textile  Technology  at  Char¬ 
lottesville,  Va.,  which  has  published  a  booklet  ”The 
First  Five  Years”,  outlining  its  development  and 
present  activities. 


WHAT  SCI-TECH  MEMBERS  ARE  DOING  IN  — 
Washington  Chapter 

At  the  Sci-Tech  Group  meeting  on  January  26, 
Alberto  Thompson  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commis¬ 
sion  addressed  the  Chapter  Group  on  ’’Development 
of  Atomic  Energy”.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Whittall  Pavilion  of  the  Library  of  Congress.  Pre¬ 
vious  meetings  were  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Biologi¬ 
cal  Sciences  Group  in  September  and  a  business 
meeting  in  November  for  discussion  of  proposed 
Constitution  changes. 

The  Graduate  School  of  the  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  is  offering  a  course  in  Introduction  to  Li¬ 
brary  Techniqi^  in  its  spring  semester  program. 
Miss  Mary  C.  Devereaux,  Technical  Librarian  of  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission,  and  formerly  a  library 
science  instructor  in  several  universities,  will  provide 
instruction  in  the  technical  operations  in  general 
usage  in  this  field,  for  the  principal  benefit  of  the 
sub-professional  library  assistant  and  others  working 
in  related  fields. 

New  York  Chapter 

The  first  meeting  of  the  season  of  the  New  York 
Chapter  Sci-Tech  Group  was  addressed  by  Albert 
S.  Davis  Jr.  of  the  Research  Corp.,  who  discussed 
“The  Librarian  in  Research”  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  attorney  concerned  with  investigation  of  the 
feasibility  of  patents  in  a  wide  variety  of  applica¬ 
tions.  Gerritt  Fielstra  reported  briefly  on  the  activity 
of  the  Micro-Documentation  Round  Table  of  the 
Chapter  Group.  This  Round  Table  has  been  exam¬ 
ining  the  existing  equipment  and  current  activity  in 
the  production  of  research  material.  It  has  now  been 
decided  that  its  original  purpose  of  trying  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  basis  upon  which  both  management  and  manu¬ 
facturers  of  equipment  could  be  apprised  of  special 
library  needs  might  be  expanded  to  include  recom¬ 
mendations  on  materials  for  reproduction.  Ways 
and  means  of  doing  this  were  discussed,  and  a  pre¬ 
liminary  questionnaire  was  mailed  to  the  members 
in  December.  Regarding  micro-reproduction:  mi¬ 
crofilm  is  still  the  most  widely  used  meditun  at  pres¬ 
ent;  the  Microcard  Foundation  is  reproducing  re¬ 
search  material  and  there  is  now  an  improved  reader, 
selling  for  $162.50;  microprint  has  been  consider¬ 
ably  improved  in  legibility  and  continued  develop¬ 
ment  is  anticipated. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  Chapter  Group  was 
held  on  December  12.  Mr.  Ralph  Shaw,  Librarian 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  gave  the 
Group  a  first-hand  account  of  the  progress  with  the 
’’Electronic  Selector”  installed  in  his  library. 

Indiana  Chapter 

Mary  Jo  Woodsi  and  Kay  Mooney,  Technical  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Indianapolis  Public  Library,  have 
been  improving  library  public  relations  and  gaining 
valuable  information  for  themselves  by  their  con¬ 
tacts  with  the  Indianapolis  Technical  Societies  Coun¬ 
cil  and  its  18  member  organizations.  As  a  result, 
they  understand  better  the  current  requests  made  by 
scientists  and  engineers  and  have  a  guide  to  help 
them  in  book  selection.  Miss  Woods  also  figures  as 
editor  of  the  bulletin  of  the  Council,  to  which  she 
contributes  reviews  of  Technical  Department  books 
and  other  items  of  interest. 
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Cleveland  Chapter 

Miss  Catherine  Cassidy,  Librarian  at  Harshaw 
Chemical  Co.  has  been  elected  Secretary  for  1950 
of  the  1 000  member  Cleveland  Section  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Chemical  Society.  She  is  additionally  honored 
by  being  the  first  woman  to  hold  office  in  the  Section. 

Miss  Mary  Frances  Pinches,  Librarian  at  Case  In¬ 
stitute  of  Technology  and  First  Vice-President  of  the 
Cleveland  Chapter  of  SLA,  is  also  participating  in 
the  activities  of  the  ACS  in  Cleveland  by  being  Con¬ 
tributing  Editor  to  ISOTOPICS,  the  Section  b^letin. 

These  activities,  along  with  those  of  our  members 
on  the  radio  committee  of  this  ACS  Section  noted  in 
our  December  issue,  seem  to  give  Cleveland  SLA 
the  palm  for  the  co-operation  with  other  societies  ad¬ 
vocated  in  our  December  editorial.  Meredith  Wright 
and  R.  W.  Kollar,  our  representatives  with  the  Am¬ 
erican  Society  for  Metals  are  also  Cleveland 
members. 

Philaddphia  Chapter 

The  Sci-Tech  Group  of  this  Chapter  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  general  meeting  on  Nov.  4  and  made 
it  a  good  one  by  obtaining  as  speaker.  Dr.  E.  J. 
Crane,  Editor  of  Chemical  Abstracts.  He  reported 
on  the  UNESCO  Conference  on  Science  Abstracting. 
Those  who  unfortunately  could  not  attend  this 
meeting  may  be  interested  in  Dr.  Crane’s  report  on 
the  Conference  in  Chem.  Eng.  News,  Aug.  15,  1 949, 
p.  2327,  2400-01. 

The  meeting  of  January  24  consisted  of  a  panel 
discussion  on  inter-library  loan  practices.  The  lend¬ 
ing  library’s  point  of  view  was  presented  by  Sarah 
Jones  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  George  E. 
Pettingill  of  the  Franklin  Institute  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia.  The  side 
of  the  borrowing  library  was  upheld  by  Robert  Mar¬ 
tin  of  the  Philadelphia  Quartermaster’s  Depot. 

Future  meetings  are  planned  on  the  subjects  of 
the  electron  microscope,  and  the  handling  of 
ephemeral  material. 

San  Francisco  Chapter 

In  September  the  Chapter  meeting  was  held  at 
the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley.  The  Uni¬ 
versity  Library  was  visited  to  see  the  new  16  unit 
Photographic  Service  and  the  IBM  Punched  Cards 
used  for  library  records.  Mr.  William  Hawkins, 
Head  of  the  Photographic  Service,  described  the 
photographic  and  duplicating  machines  and  gave  a 
conducted  tour  through  the  new  location.  Mr.  Mer¬ 
ritt.  Associate  Professor  of  Librarianship,  spoke  on 
and  explained  the  IBM  machines  and  their  use  at 
the  circulation  desk. 

On  October  20,  1949,  the  25th  Anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Region  Chap¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Hildegarde  Miller,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Inter¬ 
national  Relations,  a  charter  member,  spoke  on  the 
founding  of  the  Chapter.  The  second  speaker  on 
the  program  was  Dr.  J.  Murray  Luck,  Professor  of 
Biochemistry  at  Stanford  University,  and  editor  of 
Anntial  Reviews  of  Biochemistry,  who  spoke  on  the 
UNESCO  Conference  on  Abstracting  and  Indexing. 

•Mrs.  Margaret  Rocq,  Librarian  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Co.  of  California,  has  written  an  article,  “Infor¬ 
mation  Please’’,  on  her  library,  published  in  Pacific 
Purchaser,  December,  1949. 
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Illinois  Chapter 

The  Library  of  International  Relations  held  a 
Round  Table  meeting  on  “Libraries  in  Norway”  De¬ 
cember  1  5  in  the  Library  Study.  The  discussion  was 
led  by  Miss  Kristin  Spoerck,  Visiting  Librarian  from 
Norway,  and  was  attended  by  50  special  librarians. 
Mr.  Jens  Nyholm,  Librarian  of  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity,  was  chairman  fojr  the  meeting. 

Miss  Spoerck  emphasized  the  use  of  American  li¬ 
brary  methods  in  Norwegian  libraries  and  discussed 
the  damage  caused  by  the  war  and  the  reconstruc¬ 
tion  which  is  being  achieved  in  university  and  pub¬ 
lic  libraries.  Miss  Spoerck’s  library  experience  in 
Norway  included  the  Public  Library  in  Stavanger, 
the  Library  Office  of  the  Department  of  Education 
in  Oslo,  and  the  Library  for  the  Department  of  For¬ 
eign  Affairs.  Her  library  training  included  study  at 
the  Norwegian  Library  School  which  was  established 
in  1940  but  functioned  only  briefly  until  after  the 
war.  She  also  attended  courses  for  Scandinavian 
librarians  given  by  the  Library  Association  at  Dam- 
men  near  Oslo.  She  is  at  present  in  this  country  to 
study  American  library  methods. 


CURRENT  ARTICLES  OF  INTEREST 

Literatu'e  of  the  chemical  periphery.  I.  Cancer. 
BULLETIN  MEDICAL  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
38(1)  ;9-22  (1950).  Harold  Oatfield. 

The  author  indicates  some  of  the  basic  literature 
sources  in  addition  to  CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS 
to  aid  the  chemist  in  assimilating  the  information 
scattered  in  the  many  fields  which  impinge  on  cancer. 
TTie  detailed  appendix  classifies  sources  under:  Ab¬ 
stracts  and  Indexes,  Reviews  and  Advances,  Period¬ 
icals,  Handbooks  and  Monographs. 

’The  application  of  punch  card  filing  in  a  chemical 
library.  ILLINOIS  LIBRARIES  31  (9)  :405-41 1 
(Nov.  1949).  Isabella  Anderson. 

A  punch  card  system  for  filing  abstracts  of  tech¬ 
nical  literature  using  5"  x  8"  cards  is  used  in  the  li¬ 
brary  of  the  Victor  Chemical  Co.  The  card  is  ar¬ 
ranged  so  that  information  of  a  similar  nature  can 
be  coded  and  punched  in  the  same  general  area  of 
the  card.  Thus,  information  for  the  purpose  of  iden¬ 
tifying  the  reference  is  punched  along  the  bottom  of 
the  card;  the  subject  matter  is  covered  by  3  codes: 
product,  content,  and  application  and  is  punched 
along  the  top  of  the  card.  The  design,  arrangement, 
coding  and  punching  are  clearly  described. 

Punch-card  paradox.  THE  OFFICE  July  1949:58, 
60,62.64,67,69,110,113  W.  A.  Gill. 

The  author  discusses  the  consequences  to  be  anti¬ 
cipated  when  systems  planning  fail  to  take  into  ac¬ 
count  all  the  necessary  factors.  The  lack  of  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  following  factors  leads  to  administrative 
pitfalls:  (1 )  punch-card  equipment  has  very  definite 
limitations,  (2)  there  are  no  rule-of-thumb  limita¬ 
tions  for  punch-card  equipment  which  are  applicable 
to  all  systems  situations,  (3)  the  effective  or  ineffec¬ 
tive  use  of  punch-card  equipment  for  a  certain  sys¬ 
tem  in  one  firm  does  not  imply  that  the  same  system 
in  another  firm  can  or  cannot  use  the  same  equip¬ 
ment  effectively,  (4)  the  use  of  punch -card  equip- 
ent  is  not  an  end  in  itself,  but  a  means  for  attempting 
to  achieve  administrative  efficiency. 


Punch  card  for  the  Beld  of  metal  finishing.  METAL 
PROGRESS  56:75-78  (July,  1949).  T.  A.  Hood. 

Separate,  but  coordinated,  information  files  in 
each  of  ten  major  fields  of  activity  resulting  in  bet¬ 
ter  and  more  complete  subdivision  of  subject  head¬ 
ings  has  been  devised  for  the  Defense  Research 
Laboratories  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia’s 
Department  of  Supply  and  Development.  Nothing 
new,  just  another  experience  described;  but  the  ref¬ 
erence  should  be  included  in  the  punched-card  bib¬ 
liography. 

ABSTRACTING 

The  entire  issue  of  CHEMISTRY  AND  INDUS¬ 
TRY,  November  26,  1949,  is  devoted  to  the  funda¬ 
mentally  important  subject  of  abstracting  and  in¬ 
dexing.  Chemists  and  librarians  will  read  this  issue 
with  profit  for  the  five  articles  not  only  present  the 
difficult  situation  which  exists  but  also  acquaint  us 
with  what  is  being  done.  Dr.  G.  M.  Findlay  discusses 
"The  Work  of  the  Abstracting  Services  Consultative 
Committee,”  p.  819-8Z1.  Dr.  G.  M.  Dyson  once 
again  tells  us  what  the  chemists’  needs  are  and  how 
the  requirements  are  to  be  met  in  his  paper  “Ab¬ 
stracts,  Indexes  and  Ideals”,  p.  822-825.  And  again 
Dr.  J.  E.  Holmstrom  talks  about  code  symbols,  al¬ 
phabetical  indexing,  classification,  and  mechanical 
selection  in  a  paper  entitled  "Coding  and  Indexing  of 
Knowledge”,  p.  826-831.  The  Index  Editor  of  the 
Bureau  of  Abstracts,  J.  G,  Cockburn,  gives  an^  ac¬ 
count  in  his  paper  "The  Indexing  of  Abstracts”,  p. 
835-837  of  the  changes  being  considered  for  improv¬ 
ing  the  indexing  of  the  British  Chemical  Abstracts. 
A  survey  of  scientific  abstracting  and  indexing  ser¬ 
vices.  W.  W.  Varossieau.  REVIEW  OF  DOCU¬ 
MENTATION  16(2)  :25-45(  1949) 

This  meaty  paper  attempts  to  give  a  general  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  problems  connected  with  the  publication 
and  the  use  of  abstracting  and  indexing  services. 
The  report  shows  that  402  services  answering  the 
questionnaire  produce  about  1,195,639  abstracts 
per  year.  Only  20%  of  the  articles  produced  per 
periodical  are  abstracted  on  an  average  by  one  of 
the  402  services.  From  421  services,  177  services 
abstract  selectively,  1  1  1  do  not  select.  Patent  spe¬ 
cifications  and  doctors’  theses  are  neglected  as 
sources  of  information.  A  minority  of  abstract  jour¬ 
nals  makes  use  of  standardized  classifications.  The 
contents  of  abstracts  were  judged  as  follows:  1  39  of 
the  402  publish  informative  abstracts,  the  majority 
give  non-critical  abstracts,  in  2/3  of  the  cases  the 
abstracts  are  signed.  Of  the  421  services,  258  pub¬ 
lish  in  English.  With  regard  to  accessibility  of  the 
material,  authors’  indexes  are  the  most  frequent, 
then  alphabetical  subject  indexes  and  last  the  sys¬ 
tematical  subject  indexes.  Only  20%  of  services 
produce  cumulative  indexes.  An  average  of  3  to 
4  subject  entries  per  abstract  is  reported.  The  lapse 
of  time  between  date  of  appearance  of  the  original 
article  and  appearance  of  the  abstract  varied  from 
a  few  months  to  one  year.  The  paper  is  concluded 
with  a  discussion  of  possibilities  of  coordination  in 
the  work  of  abstracting  services.  74  references. 
“Die  Ordnung  von  Normensanunlungen.**  Bv  Otto 
Frank.  Berlin:  Beuth-Vertrieb  GmbH,  1947.  48 
p.  71c 

The  booklet  is  published  as  volume  2  of  the 
"Handburh  der  Klassifikation.”  One  part  discus¬ 
ses  the  different  possibilities  of  classification.  This 
can  be  done  according  to  the  numbers  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  or  according  to  the  branch  of  engineering  and 


technology,  or  to  the  materials.  Another  part 
treats  of  the  application  of  the  U.D.C.  for  the  classi¬ 
fication  of  standards,  while  the  last  part  describes 
the  organization  of  a  collection  of  standard  specifi¬ 
cations. 

“Aktenordnung.”  Otto  Frank.  Berlin:  Beuth-Ver-' 
trieb  GmbH,  1948.  79  p.  $1.20 

This  booklet  published  as  Volume  4  of  the 
“Handbuch  der  Klassifikation,”  gives  a  review  of 
the  classification  of  files.  It  describes  the  kinds  of 
corresponding  and  other  non-published  material 
and  their  value  and  discusses  the  several  methods  of 
classification,  also  some  examples  of  systematical 
classification  according  to  the  U.  D.  C.  Practical 
advice  on  the  technique  of  putting  the  classification 
symbols  at  the  top  of  letters  is  given. 

ABSTRACTS  FROM  AMERICAN  CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY  FALL  MEETING,  1949  — 
DIVISION  OF  CHEMICAL  LITERATURE 

MICROCARDS.  THE  NEW  METHOD  OF 
PUBLICATION  by  Fremont  Rider, 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Microcards  are  not  microfilm.  They  are  a  micro- 
reduced  text,  printed  on  paper  and  on  a  very  special 
form  of  paper  —  viz.,  the  standard  size,  lYi  x  \2Vi 
cm.,  catalog  card,  internationally  used  and  so  ev- 
ersTwhere  interfilable  and  convenient  to  handle  and 
mail.  Furthermore,  they  combine,  in  one  unit,  the 
microtext  and  a  summarized  cataloging  of  it.  And 
it  is  this  combination  that  gives  them  their  unique 
essentiality. 

Microcards  attack  all  four  of  the  problems  of  cost 
that  now  beset  the  scholarly  librarian;  they  reduce 
bulk;  a  whole  bookcase  full  of  books  in  microcard 
form  can  be  housed  in  half  a  catalog  drawer;  they 
reduce  text  cost,  microcard  books  cost  somewhere 
between  1/2  and  I /20th  of  what  the  same  books 
cost  in  book  form;  since  they  come  with  a  complete 
catalog  entry  on  them,  buyers,  if  they  wish,  can  es¬ 
cape  most,  or  all,  catalog  costs;  they  automatically 
eliminate  binding  cost. 

Microcards  are  issued  under  the  direction  of  the 
Microcard  Committee,  a  joint  body  appointed  by 
all  the  major  American  library  associations  and  rep¬ 
resenting  in  its  membership  most  of  the  largest 
American  libraries. 

Microcards  vary  in  price  from  1 0  to  20  cents  each, 
the  two  main  factors  of  cost  being  the  size  of  the 
edition  printed  and  the  way  in  which  they  are  bought. 
The  number  of  pages  on  each  card  varies  from  about 
20  to  about  120,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  or¬ 
iginal  page  and  of  the  original  type.  Where  a  book 
requires  more  than  one  card,  the  catalog  entry  is 
much  abbreviated  on  the  "Following”  cards.  Every 
microcard  carries  a  "contents  indicia”  showing  ex¬ 
actly  which  part  of  the  book  microcarded  appears  on 
that  particular  microcard. 

To  read  microcards  requires  a  reading  machine. 
The  standard  reading  machine  sells  for  $195  and 
gives  a  24-power  magnification. 

Microcards  will  be  issued  not  only  for  reprinted 
material;  they  also  offer  opportunity  for  new  publi¬ 
cation.  Doctoral  dissertations,  for  example,  can  be 
published  for  a  very  few  dollars  in  microcard  form, 
as  against  several  hundred  dollars  in  book  form  at 
today’s  prices. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


PROBLEMS  IN  THE  HANDLING  OF 
MICROHLMS,  MICROPRINT.  AND 
MICROCARDS  IN  RESEARCH  UBRARIES, 
by  Maurice  F.  Tauber 

School  of  Library  Service,  Columbia  University 

Although  there  has  been  active  participation  up 
to  a  point,  librarians  have  been  cautiously  watching 
developments  which  are  being  made  in  the  repro¬ 
duction  of  research  materiaJs.  They  have  been  ac¬ 
cumulating  microfilms  as  normal  procedure,  have 
been  interested  in  microprints  which  are  less  plenti¬ 
ful,  and  have  been  awaiting .  further  progress  in  the 
production  of  microcards. 

Tliey  have  not  been  able,  however,  to  conquer 
all  problems  relating  to  acquisition,  handling,  and 
use  of  these  materials.  Although  microfilm  has 
been  used  for  some  time  as  a  medium  for  acquiring 
material,  there  is  evidence  that  some  librarians  and 
researchers  are  not  too  eager  to  use  it  in  their  work. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  resistance  to  use  stems 
from  the  bulkiness,  expense,  and  poor  quality  of 
projectors,  as  well  as  from  the  difficulty  in  the 
handling  of  microfilm  reels.  Projectors  are  still  be¬ 
ing  experimented  with,  both  for  reel  materials  and 
for  single  frames.  Strip  materials  present  problems 
also. 

Microprint  is  designed  to  make  possible  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  research  material  in  small  editions,  de¬ 
liver  a  product  that  requires  no  special  care  to  pro¬ 
tect  it  from  deterioration,  and  obtain  a  product  that 
makes  possible  an  easy  and  quick  location  of  re¬ 
search  references.  Although  librarians  have  been 
concerned  about  this  medium  of  reproduction,  ac¬ 
tually  little  microprint  material  has  been  collected 
by  them.  On  the  whole,  library  users  have  found 
microprint  easier  to  use  than  microfilm. 

Microcards,  issued  under  the  direction  of  the  Mi- 
crocard  Committee,  are  just  in  their  infancy  so  far 
as  library  acquisitions  are  concerned.  Already  they 
have  raised  questions  of  cataloging  and  handling  in 
libraries.  Problems  of  use  are  similar  to  those  raised 
by  microfilm  and  microprint.  They  are,  however, 
more  compact  in  form  and  easier  to  work  with  than 
film. 

A  GUIDE  TO  RUSSIAN  SCIENTIFIC 
PERIODICAL  LITERATURE 
by  Spencer  C.  Stanford, 

Brookhaven  National  Laboratory,  Upton,  N.  Y. 

It  is  generally  recognized  that  the  importance  of 
the  Russian  scientific  literature  is  increasing.  There 
are  two  problems  involved  in  keeping  informed 
about  scientific  advances  in  Russia.  The  first  is  the 
problem  of  obtaining  the  scientific  periodicals,  and 
the  second  is  the  language  barrier.  The  first  prob¬ 
lem  is  discussed  briefly.  Major  emphasis  is  placed 
on  the  second  problem.  This  problem  became  ac¬ 
centuated  in  1947  when  Russian  journals  in  foreign 
languages,  such  as  The  Comptes  Rendues  (Dok- 
lady)  and  the  Journal  of  Physics,  ceased  publication 
and  when  English  titles  and  summaries  were  dropped 
from  the  other  periodicals. 

Three  things  are  done  at  the  Brookhaven  Nation¬ 
al  Laboratory  to  assist  the  scientist  in  keeping  in¬ 
formed  of  advances  in  science  in  Russia.  (  1 . )  A 
Guide  to  Russian  Scientific  Periodical  Literature, 
which  contains  translated  titles,  is  published.  In 
some  cases  abstracts  of  articles  are  included.  (2.)  A 
literature  scientist  is  available  to  translate  Russian 
articles,  and  (3.)  a  repository  of  translations  of 
Russian  scientific  articles  has  been  established. 
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Dear  Sir: 

For  the  past  four  year*  I  have  been  attempting  to  interest 
•ome  commercial  microfilming  organization  in  the  poasibili- 
tie*  of  filming  and  aelling  at  low  coat  positive  microfilm  reel* 
of  some  of  Ute  bulkier  journal*,  and  especially  the  Patent 
Gazette.  It  seemed  to  me  that  this  would  be  an  excellent 
way  of  solving  some  of  our  storage  problems,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  materials  which  we  must  have  available  but 
which  we  use  only  infrequently. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  1  have  had  several  talk*  with 
a  new  organization  here  in  Cleveland,  the  Micro-Photo  Service 
Bureau.  They  are  very  much  interested  in  taking  on  suck 
a  project,  and  are  anxious  to  find  out  not  only  what  ar¬ 
rangements  they  will  be  able  to  make  with  the  various 
publishers,  but  also,  and  more  important,  what  journals 
special  librarians  would  like  to  have  available  on  micro¬ 
film. 

On  the  chance  that  this  might  be  a  project  in  which  the 
Science-Tech  group  might  be  interested,  1  have  suggested 
to  Mr.  Glueck  that  he  contact  Miss  Little.  He  has  also  talked 
with  Rose  Vormelker  and  Mildred  Stewart  (head  of  the 
technology  division  at  CPL)  who  were  quite  interested  in 
the  proposition.  1  gather  that  they  intend  to  concentrate 
on  the  Patent  Gazette  as  a  beginning.  The  price  of  course 
will  depend  on  the  number  of  subscriptions  they  can  get. 

1  wonder  whether  the  Group  will  think  the  project  worth 
pursuing  on  a  national  basis  >  At  least  four  Cleveland  li¬ 
braries  have  already  expressed  considerable  interest. 

Meredith  S.  Wright 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

Editor’s  Note: — Another  supplier  of  this  type  of  microfilm 
is  University  Microfilms,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Re:  Micro-Photo 
Service  Bureau — see  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES,  Feb.  1950,  p. 
64,  72. 

Dear  Sir: 

1  have  just  seen  the  latest  issue  of  Sci-Tech  News 
and  1  want  to  congratulate  you  on  the  excellent  job  you 
are  doing.  You  are  bringing  to  our  attention  information  of 
great  interest  to  any  special  librarian  and  especially  the 
technical  librarians. 

1  am  astonished  at  the  amount  of  good  material  you 
have  been  able  to  squeeze  into  so  little  space  and  for  the 
small  cost.  I  wonder  how  many  readers  appreciate  that  this 
must  require  a  large  amount  of  your  personal  time  which 
is  not  reflected  at  all  in  the  cost.  Judging  from  the  "gripe” 
letters  you  have  published  some  of  them  at  least  do  not 
appreciate  what  we  are  getting. 

I  was  somewhat  annoyed  at  the  amount  of  valuable  space 
you  allowed  to  the  one  complaint  published  in  this  last 
issue.  My  suggestion  would  be  that  criticism  resulting  from 
lack  of  information  available,  as  most  of  this  criticism  ad¬ 
mittedly  was,  is  not  worthy  of  recognition  in  S.  T.  N. 
especially  when  it  is  not  of  a  constructive  nature. 

1  hope  you  will  be  able  to  continue  the  good  work  you  are 
doing. 

D.  F.  Brown 
Linden,  N.  J. 

Dear  Sir: 

.  .  .  Your  comments  re  Chemical  Literature  Division  of 
A.  C.  S.  are  of  interest.  It  is  something  we  cannot  overlook 
yet,  as  Librarians,  I  do  not  think  we  can  expect  to  have 
much  part  in  planning  it*  program.  Casey,  Perry,  et  al  have 
it  sewed  up  pretty  tight.  Personally  I  feel  they  should  pay 
attention  to  training  people  to  do  the  thinking  necessary 
in  order  to  make  the  new  mechanical  developments  function 
efficiently.  Every  one  admits  one  cannot  get  any  more  out 
of  a  machine  than  he  puts  into  it. 

The  letter  from  the  New  York  member  published  on  the 
last  page  is  amazing  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Inasmuch  as  there  was  general  approval  last  spring 
to  change  “Group"  to  "Division”  and  a  complete  reversal 
of  opinion  in  the  fall,  I  am  wondering  if  some  pro  and  con 
arguments  would  serve  a  good  purpose.  I  feel  that  the  word 
"group”  is  juvenile. 

Irene  M.  Strieby 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  and  sample  of  Sci-Tech  News. 

.  .  .  Seeing  is  believing.  You  have  a  nice  publication  in 
the  Dec.  S-T  News  (except  for  that  nasty  crack-pot  letter 
on  the  last  page).  Will  send  in  1950  subscription  as  soon 
as  1  get  required  postal  note. 

Writer  of  the  n.  c.-p.  letter 
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